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edfrom native converts, and who form, probably, ninety -
nine-hundredths of the whole Mohamraadan population
of the districts comprising the Presidency, the Raaj-
shaahi, the Dhaaka, and the Chittagong Divisions. I
have had experience of one or two districts in all these
Divisions, and I can say without the least hesitation,
that the looseness of the marriage tie among the lower
classes is due partly to the facility with which the fact
of marriage itself may be denied, partly to the facility
with which a husband is able to divorce his wife, and
partly to the facility with which women are remarried.

The Hindus and Mohammadans of Bengal7, though
they are now living together as neighbours for several
generations, form two different societies, distinguished
from each other by various characteristic features* The
Hindu woman cannot be divorced, nor can she be re-
married. Gases of adultery may not be unfrequent,
but cases of enticement or seduction are rare, because
there is no possibility of ever legalizing it by a mar-
riage. The Mohammadan woman is easily divorced and
easily remarried, and the hope of finishing the affair
by a marriage makes enticement and seduction, a most
frequent practice in those districts where no restric-
tion is imposed upon the divorce or remarriage of
women either by family custom or the opinion of the
clan, by social rules or class feelings, by considera-
tions of economy or domestic happiness.

The illegality of widow marriage among the Hindus
of Bengal7 has led to the development of what is